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Extended Theme of Faecal Sludge Management and Treatment 

1. Full-Service FSM Chain: From Containment to Reuse 
• Containment (e.g. toilets, septic tanks, pit latrines), Emptying and Transport Systems 
• Treatment technologies (e.g. drying beds, co-treatment, digesters) 
• Safe reuse or disposal (e.g. in agriculture, energy, landscaping) 
 

2. Decentralized FSM Infrastructure & Technologies 
• On-site, Mobile, Modular and Cluster-based treatment systems 
• Context-appropriate emptying and transport technologies 
• Integration with solid waste or wastewater infrastructure 
• Focus is on scalability, cost-effectiveness, and adaptability. 

 
3. Resource Recovery, Reuse, Health Risk & Safety 

• Nutrient recovery (e.g. compost, biosolids), Biogas and Energy generation 
• Water reuse and pathogen reduction 
• Health risk management, WHO guidelines, standards to protect human and environment. 

 
4. Citywide Inclusive Sanitation (CWIS) 

• Universal access to safely managed sanitation across all urban zones 
• Integration of sewered and non-sewered solutions 
• Inclusivity for slums, peri-urban, and underserved populations 
• Strengthened governance and urban planning linkages 

 
5. Business Models & Service Delivery 

• Viable business models (public, private, hybrid) 
• Tariff setting, cost recovery, service bundling, affordability and equity in service 
• Role of SMEs, social enterprises, and PPPs 

 
6. Policy, Guidelines & Institutional Frameworks 

• National FSM policies, sanitation & service strategies and Regulatory enforcement  
• Institutional responsibilities and Mainstreaming FSM in city planning 

 
7. Lesson Learning, Capacity Building & Monitoring 

• Capture good practices and Track progress toward SDG 6.2 (sanitation for all) 
• Build technical, managerial, and institutional capacity 
• Implement real-time monitoring, reporting, and data-driven decision-making 

 
8. Equity, Gender, Social Inclusion & Behavior Change 

• Gender-responsive design of toilets and services 
• Participation of marginalized groups (e.g., women, informal workers) 
• Behavior change communication (BCC) for safe emptying, disposal, and hygiene 

 
9. Climate Change, Sustainability & Resilience in FSM 

• Reducing methane emissions from untreated sludge 
• Promoting sludge reuse in climate-smart agriculture 
• Designing climate resilient FSM systems and Mainstreaming FSM investments 

 
10. Others (Emerging and Cross-Cutting Themes) 

• Digital tools for FSM (e.g., GIS mapping, Mobile apps for desludging services) 
• Emergency & humanitarian FSM solutions, Cross-sectoral integration  
• Innovations in fecal sludge-derived products (e.g., fuel briquettes, construction materials) 
• Any other issues relevant to Faecal Sludge Management and Treatment. 

 


