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The WasteSafe 2013, 3rd International Conference on Solid Waste Management in Developing 

Countries was held in Khulna, Bangladesh, 10-12 February 2013. The conference was jointly organized 

by Khulna University of Engineering & Technology, Bangladesh; Bauhaus University Weimar, 

Germany; University of Padova, Italy, International Waste Working Group (IWWG) and ORBIT 

Association. Promotion of the conference was provided by GITISA (Gruppo Italiano di Ingegneria 

Sanitario Ambientale), Italy.  

 

The success of the two past successive editions of these International Conferences (WasteSafe 2009 

and WasteSafe 2011) encouraged the organizer to continue activities in Bangladesh every odd year, 

in the month of February, when the best climatic conditions in Bangladesh coincide with the worst 

climatic conditions in many other countries. WasteSafe 2013 was organized, as usual, to exchange 

views and experiences at both national and international levels and to understand the solid waste 

management concept and modern technologies. Presentations were divided into the following five 

different categories: 

• General Aspects to Solid Waste Management 

• Hazardous Waste Management 

• Industrial Waste and Drain Sludge Management 

• Landfill, Composting & Treatment 

• Recycling & others 

 

The Conference was held in the Auditorium and the Halls of the Civil Engineering Building of KUET. 

Around 150 academicians, researchers, professionals, students and other personalities were attended 

in the conference from 10 different countries: Bangladesh, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Nepal, Sri 

Lanka, South Africa and Switzerland. A total of number of 90 technical papers including 5 keynote 

papers were accepted publication in the conference proceedings and hence presented at 12 technical 

parallel sessions, 2 Keynote sessions. An Inaugural Session was held in the Auditorium of KUET in the 

afternoon of 10th February 2013.  

Photo 1. Prof. Raffaello Cossu Delivered in the Inauguration Session on behalf of the organizer.  



Photo 2. A part of the audience at the Inaugural Session of WasteSafe 2013. 

 

The Inaugural Ceremony was presided over by the Chairman of the Organizing Committee, Prof. Dr. 

Muhammed Alamgir of Khulna University of Engineering & Technology, Bangladesh and addressed 

from Prof. Werner Bidlingmaier, ORBIT; Prof. Raffaello Cossu, IWWG and Padova University, Italy; 

Prof. Eckhard Kraft, Bauhaus University Weimar, Germany. The theme paper entitled as ‘Anthrophy-

Environment, Art and Sustainability’ delivered by Prof. Liz Bachhuber, BUW, Germany. The 

Administrator of Khulna Zilla Parishad, Mr. Shekh Harunur Rashid gave his speech as the Chief guest. 

Prof. Kh. Md. Shafiul Islam, Head, CE Department, KUET, gave the Vote of thanks. 

 

The conference saw the presentation of numerous high quality research studies from numerous 

developing and developed countries. In the inaugural presentation highlighted the ability of environment 

to renew resources and accommodate wastes on its capacity (L. Bachhuber), whilst the first keynote 

session presided over by Dr. Christian Zurbrugg. The first paper talked about the sustainability of 

environment protect in terms of economy (W. Bidlingmaier), while the second paper delivered the issue 

of urban mining i.e. sustainability of landfill (R. Cossu). The second keynote session held on the second 

day, 11 Feb., presided over by Dr. G.N. Chattopadyay, the first one the resource revery management 

(E. Kraft), the second paper focused on the lesson learning on waste management in the context of 

Bangladesh (M. Alamgir). 

 

 

Photo 3. Group photo of the participants in the WasteSafe 2013 International Conference. 



The researchers specially the youngers, presented a good number of papers on sustainable methods 

to be practiced in the developing countries. The success histories of anaerobic digestion, different 

composting technologies were discussed with great interest. It was revealed that the responsibility of 

the local government to practice and encourage the city dwellers in such techniques were identified as 

the key points for the success of waste management in the developing countries.  

     

 

Photo 4. Prof. Bidlingmaier gave observation at the Closing Session of WasteSafe 2013.  

 

The Conference was ended with a simple closing ceremony on 12th February 2013, moderated by Prof. 

Alamgir. The organizing committee gratefully acknowledged the continuous, cordial and effective 

support provided by all organizations and individuals contributing towards the success of the 

conference. The closing remarks were given by Prof. W. Cossu. During the conference numerous social 

events were also scheduled, including a showcase of the different traditions of Bengali culture, with 

traditional dances and music on 11th February 2013. 

 

The next WasteSafe conference has been declared to be held on 15-17 February 2015. As post 

conference activities, a three days Sundarbans tour was held from 12-14 Februry 2013 to enjoy the 

beauty of the world largest mangrove forests.  

Photo 5. A traditional cultural show was presented during Conference Dinner on 11th February 2013. 


