Brief Report

WasteSafe 2017 — the 5" International Conference on Solid
Management in South Asian Countries

25-27 February 2017 at Khulna, Bangladesh

WasteSafe 2017, the 5" event of WasteSafe International Conference on Solid Waste Management
in South Asian region was held successfully at Khulna University of Engineering & Technology
(KUET) in Khulna of Bangladesh. This international conference was a three day program, 25-27
February 2017. The conference was jointly organized by the Khulna University of Engineering &
Technology (Bangladesh), Bauhaus University of Weimar (Germany), University of Padova (ltaly),
International Waste Working Group (IWWG) and ORBIT Group. The conference was sponsored by
University Grants Commission of Bangladesh, SNV - Netherlands Development Organization,
WaterAid Bangladesh, Seven Rings Cement and China Geo-Engineering Corporation.

This WasteSafe 2017, 5" International Conference on Solid Waste Management in South—Asian
Countries, is organized at Khulna, Bangladesh to exchange the views and experiences at
international level and to understand the solid waste management concept as a whole after holding
the four consecutive successful events in every odd year starting from 2009. Technical papers were
invited through website (www.wastesafe.info) and information bulletin from the academicians/
researchers/ professionals/ social activists working on solid waste management around the worldwide
before the conference date. In the conference, the academicians, researchers, officials and
professionals unfolded the prevailing reality in these sectors, innovative ideas, latest findings and
experiences in this forum and provided the necessary guidelines through which a safe and
sustainable system for solid waste management can be implemented in the South Asian countries
within limited existing social settings, resources and inherent constraints.

Photo 1. Inaugural Session of WasteSafe 2017 with the Conference Chairpersons, Chief Guest ,
Special Guests and Theme paper Speaker.



Photo 2. Group photo of some of the participants at the WasteSafe 2017 Conference.

After review, a total of 102 technical papers including 3 Keynote papers and 1 Theme paper were
selected for publications into the Conference Proceedings. Academicians, researchers, professionals
and other personalities from 07 different countries - Bangladesh, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Nepal,
and South Korea - submitted their scientific contributions in this conference. Papers have been lightly
edited to homogenize the style and to revise the contents based on reviewers’ comments. However,
each individual author holds the final responsibility for the contents, quality and the presentation of the
papers. In the proceedings only the executive summary of the papers was printed and hence
published, however, full papers are available in a ‘USB Memory Stick’ given to the participants. The
editors of the proceedings are: Muhammed Alamgir, M. Rafizul Islam, S.M. Tariqul Islam and M.
Hasibul Hasan. Around 120 participants attended in the conference which included Oral Presentation
through one Inauguration session, one Keynote Session and 12 Parallel Technical sessions.

The Inaugural Ceremony on February 26, 2017 at the CE Annex Building of KUET, was presided over
by the Chairman of the Organizing Committee, Prof. Muhammed Alamgir and addressed by the co-
chairs of conference, Prof. Eckhard Kraft of Bauhaus University Weimar, Germany and Prof. Maria
Christina Lavagnolo of Padova University, Italy. Prof. Werner Bidlingmaier of ORBIT Group spoke in
the session as the Guest of Honor, while Dr. Md. Khairul Islam of WaterAid Bangladesh and Mr.
Jason Mitchell Belanger of SNV Bangladesh delivered their speeches as the special guests. Prof. Liz
Bachhuber from the Bauhaus University Weimar of Germany delivered the theme paper entitled as
‘New Perspectives Through Joint Research Activity’. Finally, The Administrator of the Khulna Zilla
Parishad Mr. Sheikh Harunur Rashid delivered his speech as the Chief Guest. The Opening Session
was followed by a group photo and a break for light refreshments.

The conference saw the presentation of three keynote papers of quality research studies, especially
of practical issues, from both developing and industrialized countries. The keynote session was
presided over by Dr. Nawa Raj Khatiwada, while keynote speakers and topics are: (i) Prof. E. Kraft,
Germany: ‘Potential of Anaerobic Digestion to Increase Food Chain Value of Aquaculture Systems’,
(i) Prof. Sadhan Kumar Ghosh, India: ‘Circular Economy and 3Rs - Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, for
efficient use of resources in the Asia and the Pacific’ and (iii) Prof. Marian C. Lavagnolo, ltaly: ‘Waste
Management educational projects in low income countries’. After the keynote session, a video entitled
as ‘Handmade in Bangladesh’ prepared by Prof. Liz Bachhuber and her Team was displayed.



In the WasteSafe 2017, good numbers of research findings were presented by young researchers
from different countries, mainly from developing countries. The critical discussions and suggestions
that emerged from presentation of papers will undoubtedly assist these researchers in their studies.
Some of the topics highlighted during discussion included difficulties in achieving sustainable solid
waste management practices in developing countries, lack of public awareness, need for community
participation, organizational reforms, law enforcement, potential application of composting, recycling,
strong need for hospital waste management and implementation of sustainable landfill technologies.
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Photo 3. Handed over of ‘WasteSafe Lifetime Achievement Award 2017’ to Prof. Werner Bidlingmair.

In the evening of day one, 26 February 2017, during Conference Dinner, the ‘WasteSafe Lifetime
Achievement Award 2017’ was declared by the Chair Prof. Alamgir and the citation was given by Prof.
Maria C. Lavagnolo, while the award with a certificate and a crest was handed over by Prof. Kraft.
The hon’ble recipient of the award, Prof. Werner Bidlingmaier, a globally acclaimed academicians,
scientist and professional of German citizen, expressed his feelings through a brief speech. For the
first time, this award is given to recognize the credential to an individual who has made outstanding
contribution in the advancement of waste management. Immediately after Conference Dinner, as a
part of social event, a glimpse of traditions of Bengali culture - dance and music - were displayed by
the local artists.

The WasteSafe 2017 ended with a simple closing ceremony on 27" February 2017, presided over by
Prof. Alamgir to evaluate the conference and to have suggestions for the next Conference, and also
to declare the names of the winners for innovation, best paper and date of WasteSafe 2019. Prof.
Eckhard Kraft, Prof. Maria C. Lavagnolo, Prof. Liz Bachhuber, Prof. Shadan Kumar Ghosh and Dr.
Khatiwada were present as the guests. In the session, the chief of the jury board, Prof. Dr. Q.H. Bari
announced the names of the three recipients of ‘Dr. Harunur Rashid Best Paper awards, while Prof.
Pallob K. Chowdhury declared the names of the best KUET’s Fab Lab supported ‘Innovative Design
of Waste Bin for Home/Office/Roadside’ for primary storage of wastes. The recipients received the
certificate and prize money handed over by the guests. The organizing committee gratefully
acknowledged the continuous, cordial and effective support provided by all organizations and



individuals contributing towards the success of the conference. In particular, a special
acknowledgement was addressed to the Conference sponsors, which were fundamental for covering

the Conference costs.

Photo 4. Chair of the Conference and the Guests at Closing Ceremony of WasteSafe 2017.
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Photo 5. Prof. Kraft Handed over the Best Paper Award to one of the Recipients.



In the closing ceremony the participants highly appreciated the events and realized its necessity and
suggested organizing a similar International Conference in a developing country every odd year and
considered Khulna as an ideal place. Moreover, based on the feedback from the participants and the
technical papers presented in WasteSafe 2017, it is decided to include faecal sludge management in
the next WasteSafe 2019 to be held on 23-24 February 2019 in the same venue. Prof. Alamgir also
acknowledged the contributions of his colleagues, KUET authority and the volunteers (Students of
KUET) who actively supported the events and contributed towards its success.

Post conference programmes included a 3 days tour to Sundarbans, the largest mangrove forests of
the world, daylong programme in Mongla-Bagerhat-Rupsha to visit historical places of the southwest
of the country and technical visits to various compost plants, door to door collection system,
secondary disposal site, landfill site, recycling shops at Khulna and other waste management
facilities.
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Photo 6. Presentation of traditional cultural show during Conference Dinner on 26 February 2017.



