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[The COVID-19 pandemic in Wuhan, China, in December 2019. Soon after, it spread to 

other areas of Asia, and then worldwide in early 2020 and also in Bangladesh. The World 

Health Organization (WHO) declared the outbreak a public health emergency of international 

concern. The pandemic caused severe social and economic disruption around the world 

including mass restriction in travelling globally. Educational institutions and public areas 

were partially or fully closed in many jurisdictions, and many events were cancelled or 

postponed during 2020 and 2021. To keep the activities alive, people started to work off-line 

i.e. virtually instead of physical presence. In such reality, the organizing committee of the 

WasteSafe International Conference decided to organized WasteSafe 2021 virtually.]  

 

 

WasteSafe 2021, the 7th event of WasteSafe ‘International Conference on Integrated Solid 

Management & Faecal Sludge Management: Blue Appropriate Social Oriented Solutions’ was held 

successfully during 27-28 Febraury 2021, on virtually using Zoom Platform. The conference was 

jointly organized by the Khulna University of Engineering & Technology (Bangladesh), Bauhaus 

University of Weimar (Germany), University of Padova (Italy) and International Waste Working Group 

(IWWG). This event coincided with the 50 years i.e. Golden Jubilee celebration of the independence   

of Bangladesh. The conference was supported by University Grants Commission of Bangladesh. 

 

WasteSafe 2021 - the 7th International Conference is organized to exchange the views and 

experiences at international level and to understand the solid waste and faecal sludge management 

concept as a whole after holding the 6th consecutive successful events in every odd year starting from 

2009. Technical papers were invited through website (www.wastesafe.info) and information bulletin 

from the academicians/ researchers/ professionals/ social activists working on solid waste and faecal 

sludge management around the worldwide before the conference date. Due to COVID-19 and the 

closer of physical closer of Universities and research organizations, the submission of technical 

papers were very less and the presentations, which took place virtually, was much lower than the past 

conferences. All the papers were presented virtually, proceedings was not published due to the 

prevailing limitation and the timely availability of the full papers.     

 

After review, a total of 35 technical papers including 4 Keynote papers and 1 Theme papers were 

presented in the Inauguration, 3 Keynote sessions and 6 technical sessions. Academicians, 

researchers, professionals and other personalities from 05 different countries - Bangladesh, 

Germany, India, Italy and Nepal provided virtual presentation of their scientific contributions in this 

conference. 
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The Inaugural Ceremony at the virtual platform on February 27, 2021 presided over by the Chairman 

of the Organizing Committee, Prof. M. Alamgir and addressed by the co-chairs of conference, Prof. E. 

Kraft of Bauhaus University Weimar, Germany and Prof. Maria C. Lavagnolo of Padova University, 

Italy. Dr. Md. Khairul Islam, WaterAid Bangladesh delivered the speech as the special guests. Prof. R. 

Cossu of IWWG and former professor of Padova University delivered the theme paper entitled as 

‘Technical evolution of landfilling and environmental role in circular economy’. Finally, Prof. QS 

Hossain of the VC of KUET spoke as the Chief Patron, while the Mayor of Khulna City Corporation 

Mr. Talukder Abdul Khaleque delivered his speech as the Chief Guest.  
 

Four keynote papers of quality research studies, especially of practical issues, from both developing 

and industrialized countries. The keynote session was presided over by Dr. Nawa Raj Khatiwada, 

while keynote speakers and topics are: (i) Prof. E. Kraft, Germany: ‘Innovative hybrid bio power plant 

using biogas excess heat for thermal conditioning of contaminated fermentation residues from the 

biogas process.’, (ii) Prof. Q.H. Bari, Bangladesh: ‘Solid waste management practices in Khulna, 

Bangladesh, (iii) Prof. Marian C. Lavagnolo, Italy: ‘Waste management in developing countries: 

Problems, success and failure’ and (iv) Prof. S.K. Ghosh, India: ‘Circular economy implementation in 

Asia and the Practice’. 

 

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, in the WasteSafe 2021, a good number of research findings were 

presented virtually by young researchers from different countries, mainly from developing countries to 

highlight the possibilities of social oriented solutions for solid waste and faecal sludge management in 

order to ensure sustainability. On the research findings only virtual discussion was made among the 

researchers as all the physical involvements and events were not possible, hence not arranged.   

 

The WasteSafe 2021 ended with a simple closing ceremony held virtually on 28th February 2021, 

presided over by Prof. Alamgir to evaluate the conference and to have suggestions for the next 

Conference. Prof. R. Cossu, Prof. E. Kraft and Prof. Maria C. Lavagnolo were also took part in the 

discussion from the home/office of the respective country. The arrangements and hard works of the 

organizing team, specially Conference Secretary, Mr. S.M. Tariqul Islam and the support from UGC 

and BdREN (Bangladesh Education & Research Network)  were applauded.  

 

In the closing cefremony, it was declared that the next conference i.e. WasteSafe 2023 will be held on 

to be held on 25-26 February 2023 in Khulna, Bangladesh.  

 

 

 

 


