Brief Report

WasteSafe 2023 — the 8" International Conference on Integrated Solid
Waste & Faecal Sludge Management

25-26 February 2023 at Khulna, Bangladesh

Like the past seven time, WasteSafe 2023 - the 8" International Conference on Integrated Solid waste &
Faecal Sludge Management, with theme areas of Solid Waste and Faecal Sludge and related wastewater
management, was held successfully in Khulna, Bangladesh during 25-26 February 2023. The conference
was jointly organized by Khulna University of Engineering & Technology, Bangladesh; Bauhaus University
Weimar, Germany; University of Padova, Italy and International Waste working Group (IWWG). The
supports are provided by the University Grants Commission of Bangladesh, SCIP Plastics Project in KUET,
SNV (Netherlands Development Organization) Bangladesh, Geo-Engineering Corporation, Hamid Traders
Limited and South-East Bank Limited. Technical papers were invited through website (www.wastesafe.info)
and information bulletin from the academicians/researchers/professionals/social activists working on waste
management around the worldwide well before the conference date.

After review, a total of 102 technical papers including 6 Keynote papers and 1 Theme paper were selected
for publications into the Conference Proceedings. In addition, the nominated are also included in the
proceedings. In the Conference during 25-26 February 2023, Oral Presentation were delivered in the
Inauguration session for theme lecture, the keynote sessions for 6 keynote papers and 10 parallel sessions
for technical papers. In addition, there is also one poster session which mainly demonstrates 8 postgraduate
level ongoing research topics and the findings on faecal sludge management. The Conference was held in
the main Auditorium, Students Welfare Center of KUET, Khulna. with more than 140 participants.
Academicians, researchers, professionals, students and other personalities from six different countries -
Bangladesh, India, Italy, Germany and Sweden - submitted their scientific contributions in this conference.
The papers have been lightly edited to homogenize the style and to revise the contents based on reviewers’
comments. However, each individual author holds the final responsibility for the contents, originality and
quality of the papers. Only the extended abstracts of the accepted papers are printed in the proceedings,
while full papers are available in pdf files.
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Photo 1. Inauguration Session of WasteSafe 2023: Prof. Kraft delivered on behalf of the organizer.
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Photo 2. Group photo of the participants in the WasteSafe 2023 at Khulna.

The Inaugural Ceremony was presided over by the Chairman of the Organizing Committee, Prof.
Muhammed Alamgir and addressed by Prof. Echard Kraft of Bauhaus University of Weimar, Germany on
behalf of the organizer. Prof. Sobhan Mia, Pro Vice-Chancellor of KUET; Dr. Paolo Russo, President of
Tavolo di Roma, Italy and Mr. Ganesh Shah, Former Minister of Nepal delivered in the occasion as the
special guests. Prof. Raffaello Cossu from the University of Padova, ltaly, delivered the theme paper
entitled as ‘Landfill Mining: a solution for remediation, recovery of resources and sustainability’. The Vice-
Chancellor of KUET Prof. Mihir Ranjan Halder delivered his speech as the Chief Guest. The Opening
Session was followed by a group photo and a break for light refreshments, where the participants attending
from different parts of the world exchanged greetings.

The conference saw the presentation of six keynote papers of quality research studies, especially of
practical issues, from both developing and industrialized countries. In the first keynote session presided
over by Prof. Raffaello Cossu; the speakers and topics are: (i) Prof. Giovanni Di Feo of University of Salerno,
Italy: ‘An innovative environmental education program based on interactive and entertaining approach, (ii)
Prof. Nawa Raj Khatiwada, Nepal: ‘Social and behaviour change instruments for solid waste management
and sanitation’, (iii) Prof. Quazi Hamidul Bari, Bangladesh: ‘Composting: an effective biological treatment
process’ and (iv) Prof. Eckhard Kraft, Germany: ‘Resource-oriented management of second-hand textiles
from the public collection. In the next days, the remaining two keynote papers were delivered in a session.
presided over by Prof. Kh. Mahbub Hassan: the speakers and topics are (v) Prof. Tanvir Ahmed,
Bangladesh: ‘Achieving safely managed sanitation in Bangladesh: an overview of urban sanitation (CWIS
and FSM) initiatives and (vi) Prof. Sadhan Kumar Ghosh: ‘Resource recovery from wastes — a potential
scope for business development and employment generation’.

A considerable number of papers were presented on different waste management scenarios and methods
implemented in developing countries. The faecal sludge management issue was a new topic along with
recycling of old furniture in Bangladesh in the conference. In the conference, the research related to the
plastic pollutions are highlighted as the research unfolded the ongoing research outcomes of a project in
Bangladesh named as Sustainable capacity building to reduce irreversible pollution by plastics (SCIP
Plastics). Two show casing booth were set-up by SNV Bangladesh and SCIP Plastics to demonstrate the
ongoing research and the findings during the two days conference time. In the WasteSafe 2023, good
numbers of experience and research findings were presented by young researchers from different
countries, mainly from developing countries.

In the evening of day one, 25 February 2023, ‘WasteSafe Lifetime Achievement Award 2023’ was declared
by the Chair Prof. Alamgir and the citation was given by Prof. Kraft, while the award was handed over by
by Prof. Cossu. The hon’ble recipient of the award, Dr. Paolo Rossu, the past Parliament Member and the
President of Tavolo Di Roma, Italy, expressed his feelings through a brief speech. Since 2017, this award
is given biennially to recognize the credential to an individual who has made outstanding contribution in the



advancement of waste management. Immediately after Conference Dinner, as a part of social event, a
glimpse of traditions of Bengali culture - dance and music - were displayed by the local artists.

Photo 3. Handed over of “WasteSafe Lifetime Achievement Award 2023 to Dr. Paolo Rossu.

The WasteSafe 2023 Conference ended with a simple closing ceremony on 26" February 2023, presided
over by Prof. Alamgir to evaluate the conference and to have specific suggestions and guidelines for the
next WasteSafe Conference. In an open discussion, the participants and the guests expressed their
evaluations and views for the next WasteSafe. After the open discussion, the chair declared the names of
four ‘Best Paper Award’ recipients in the areas of solid waste and faecal sludge. The guests handed over
the certificate to the recipients. The organizing committee gratefully acknowledged the continuous, cordial
and effective support provided by all organizations and individuals towards the success of the conference.

Photo 4. The four recipients of ‘Best Paper Award’ received the certificate from the Guests.



The Chair of the Conference thanked the KUET authority for support and the volunteers, students from
KUET, who actively supported the events and contributed towards its success. Finally, the chair declared
that the next WasteSafe 2025 — the 9™ International Conference will take place on 22-23 February 2025.

Post conference program included a 3 days tour during 26-28 February 2023, to Sundarbans, the largest

mangrove forests of the world and a daylong program on 27 February 2023 in Mongla-Bagerhat-Rupsha
to visit historical places.
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Photo 6. Curtain drops of WasteSafe 2023 through a Closing Ceremony on 26 February 2023.



