Prof. Raffaello Cossu – Curriculum Vitae
Prof. Raffaello Cossu graduated in Chemical Engineering from the Polytechnic University of Milan in 1973. From 1974 to 1984, he worked as a researcher at the Institute of Sanitary Engineering of the same university. In 1985, he became Associate Professor and was assigned the newly established course on Solid Waste Treatment Plants, the first university course in Italy entirely dedicated to solid waste management and disposal. In 1986, at the age of 38, he won the national competition for Full Professor and joined the University of Cagliari, where he played a key role in establishing the Environmental Engineering degree program. In 1998, he moved to the University of Padua with the objective of modernizing its Environmental Engineering program. 
Major Achievements at the University of Padua
· Promoted internationalization through the creation of the Master's Degree in Environmental Engineering in 2008, the first fully English-taught program of its kind in Italy. 
· Established the Voltabarozzo Laboratory, which became the research center for Environmental Sanitary Engineering activities. 
International Collaborations
· Visiting Professor at the Krakow Polytechnic (Poland), 1980–1981. 
· Research fellowship at the Water Research Centre, Stevenage, United Kingdom, 1983–1984. 
· Invited Lecturer at universities in Durban and Bloemfontein, South Africa, 1988. 
· Visiting Professor at the Polytechnic University of Quito, Ecuador, 1989. 
· Founder of the International Waste Working Group (IWWG), an international organization focused on waste management. 
Research Leadership
He coordinated numerous national and international research projects on landfill engineering, old landfill remediation, waste management, and environmental sustainability, including EU-funded and Italy-China collaborative projects. 
Editorial Roles
· Editor-in-Chief of the journal Waste Management (Elsevier), 2009–2017. 
· Founder and Editor-in-Chief of the international scientific journal Detritus from 2018 onward. 
International Conferences Founded
Prof. Cossu conceived and chairs the scientific committees of several internationally recognized conferences:
· Sardinia International Waste Management and Landfill Symposium 
· Venice International Symposium on Energy from Biomass and Waste 
· SUM Symposium on Urban Mining and Circular Economy 
Research Contributions
His research introduced numerous innovations in environmental and waste engineering, including:
· First Italian study on waste pyrolysis (1976) 
· First Italian study on biological phosphorus removal from wastewater (1977) 
· First Italian landfill with leachate collection and treatment system (1978) 
· First studies on landfill mining in Italy (1995) 
· Development of the Airflow technology for old landfill remediation (1997) 
· Development of sustainable landfill models and integrated waste-water treatment systems. 
Scientific Output
Prof. Cossu has authored or co-authored more than 300 scientific publications and several influential books in the fields of waste management, landfill engineering, circular economy, wastewater treatment, and environmental sustainability. 

